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(Legislative day of Wednesday, January 3, 1996)

The Senate met at 11 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to
order by the President pro tempore
[Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, Lord of our lives and
Sovereign of our beloved Nation, we
humbly confess our need for Your su-
pernatural power. Thank You that You
do not tailor our opportunities to our
abilities, but rather give us wisdom,
strength, and vision to match life’s
challenges. We surrender the pride of
thinking that we can make it on our
own resources. We are totally depend-
ent on You. We could not think a
thought, give dynamic leadership, or
speak persuasively without Your con-
stant and consistent blessing. You are
the source of all we have and are. We
praise You for the talents, education,
and experience You have given us, but
we know that You alone can provide
the insight, innovation, and inspiration
we need so urgently to meet the prob-
lems we face. You have told us there is
no limit to what You will do to em-
power leaders who trust You com-
pletely, and give You the glory. We
commit this day to glorify You in all
that we say and do. In Your all-power-
ful name. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able majority leader, Senator DOLE, is
recognized.

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—HOUSE JOINT RESOLU-
TION 153

Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, first | ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate receives from the House, House

Joint Resolution 153, a funding resolu-
tion for the District of Columbia until
January 25, 1996, that the joint resolu-
tion be deemed read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, all without any in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is
there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DOLE. I think it is clear that the
effect of this will be to continue the
District of Columbia government until
January 25 at which time we hope we
will have an agreement, or we will have
some permanent resolution of appro-
priations bills and the D.C. appropria-
tions bill. There is only one outstand-
ing difference on that appropriations
bill. It relates to vouchers. So, if that
could be resolved, we could pass the
District of Columbia bill.

SCHEDULE

Mr. DOLE. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of my colleagues, leaders’
time has been reserved. There will be a
period of morning business until 12
noon.

We are not expecting any rollcall
votes to occur during today’s session. |
am not certain whether or not any-
thing may come from the House. There
is that possibility. But something may
come from the House.

So | hope that maybe after Members
have had any discussion they want, we
might stand in recess subject to the
call of the Chair.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
distinguished minority leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. DASCHLE. | thank the President
pro tempore.

FUNDING FOR THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, | ap-
plaud the action taken this morning. |
believe that providing the District of
Columbia with the confidence of know-
ing that they will have the appropriate
operating funds to continue at least
through the 25th of January is very im-
portant. | talked to the Mayor this
morning, and he urged that this be
done. I am pleased that, again on a bi-
partisan basis, the Senate has agreed
to take at least one of the many out-
standing problems out of the mix and
deal with it directly.

THE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, while |
agree that it is right to deal with the
problems facing the District of Colum-
bia, there should be no misunderstand-
ing about the current situation. There
are hundreds and hundreds of problems
that are being created almost on a
daily basis that have not been dealt
with. Veterans are again in the same
position they were prior to Christmas.
If something is not done prior to the
end of this month, veterans will not re-
ceive their disability checks.

If something is not done before the
end of this month, AFDC recipients
will not have their checks.

If something is not done before the
end of this month, 260,000 Federal
workers will have been out of work for
an entire month. And the taxpayers are
paying $40 million a day for this to
occur.

How ironic can it be? The irony cer-
tainly must be apparent to every one of
the people involved. How ironic that at
the very time we are dealing with the
budget, trying to find some resolution
to the deficit, we are creating through
this irresponsible Government shut-
down a $40 million deficit unneces-
sarily each and every day. It is just
outrageous.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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